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Storyline
Jesus showed the religious leaders the 
importance of sinners finding repentance and 
the great joy this brings, by telling them three 
parables:

A man who had 100 sheep and lost one, 1. 
searched until he found it.  On returning 
home, with a joyful heart, he told his 
friends of his great find.  There is more 
joy in heaven over one sinner who repents 
than the 99 just persons who think they’re 
righteous.
The lady who had ten silver coins.  When 2. 
she lost one, she sought diligently until 
she found it.  She said to her neighbours, 
“Rejoice with me, I have found the piece 
which I lost!”
A man had two sons.  The younger 3. 
requested his inheritance and left.  He led 
a sinful life and spent all his inheritance.  
To survive, he worked feeding pigs and 
even ate their scraps.  When he came to 
his senses, he decided to return to his 
father’s house.  His father was looking 
for him and ran and greeted his son, and 
put on a great feast.  His older brother 
was jealous and angry at his return.  The 
father encouraged him to join in the 
joyous occasion, and said, “Your brother 
was dead and is alive again, and was lost 
and is found.” 

Suggested 
Teaching Approach

Teacher could hide an appealing treat 1. 
and have children discover the lost item.  
Open discussion on whether children 
have ever lost anything and how they felt 
if and when it was found.
General discussion around ‘reactions’.  2. 
When a friend or a relative finds 
something that they had lost, we share 
in the happiness of that person.  Do our 
parents have to speak to us about being 
happy and joining in the joy of family, 
or are we sometimes grumpy because we 
think things are unfair?

Theme One
“Christ	comes	to	find	us”
Our Heavenly Father sees us all as ‘lost’ before we come to Him 
through His Son - Jesus Christ.  It gives Him great joy as each of 
His children humbly come and choose to follow the Lord.

Key Thought
We need to look at what it means to be ‘lost’ or ‘saved’ and to see 
how important it is to give our lives over to the Lord.

Aim
To explain to the children how to go about committing their lives 
to the Lord. NB It is important not to use a Sonseeker’s lesson as 
a means to see children ‘born again’. Rather the lesson ought to be 
viewed as teaching children about what it is to be ‘born again’.

Memory Verse
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved.”               
(Acts 16:31).

Theme Two
“Watch our reactions”
We need to be continually watching our attitudes so that bad 
thoughts don’t spoil our love for each other.  We rejoice when 
something good happens to someone we know, especially if that 
person is in our family.

Key Thought
The older brother was resentful and jealous and he would not 
welcome his brother home to their father’s house - his heart was 
bitter.  Our hearts should remain soft and loving so we will rejoice 
when someone we love repents and turns to the Lord.

Aim
To help children see that there is great joy in heaven when one 
person repents.  If God rejoices over this, we also share in His joy.

Memory Verse
“Hear, my son, and be wise; and guide your heart in the way.”  
(Proverbs 23:19).

Numbers 21:4-9;
John 3:14-15

The lost sheep, 
coin and son Luke 15
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Activity A - Maze - The Lost Sheep

Materials
1 Activity Sheet per child.• 
Pens/pencils.• 

Steps
The children try and find the way through the maze from the shepherd to • 
the sheep.

Activity B - Remember the Missing Object

Materials
A tray with coins and quite a few other small objects on it.• 

Steps
Give the children a good look at the tray and ask them to try and remember what things are on it.• 
Take the tray out of sight of the children and take one object from the tray and rearrange the other objects.• 
Bring the tray back and see if the children can work out which object is missing.• 
Repeat the Activity as many times as you have time for.• 
You may like to have small prizes for when the children guess correctly.• 

The shepherd has lost his sheep.
Can you help him find his way through to it?
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The lost sheep, coin and son
Activity A - Maze


