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The house built 
on the rock 

Storyline
Jesus said, “Whoever hears these sayings of 
Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a 
wise man who built his house on the rock: 
and the rain descended, the floods came, and 
the winds blew and beat on that house; and 
it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock.  
Now everyone who hears these sayings of 
Mine, and does not do them, will be like a 
foolish man who built his house on the sand: 
and the rain descended, the floods came, and 
the winds blew and beat on that house; and it 
fell.  And great was its fall.”  The people were 
astonished at His teaching, for He taught with 
authority.

Suggested 
Teaching Approach

Have a tray of moist sand, mounded like 1. 
a hill in the centre.  Build a structure with 
building blocks on the hill.  Pour a jug or 
glass of water over the building and hill 
of sand, showing how unstable the sand 
is.
Pour a glass of water over a rock and note 2. 
the effect.

Theme One
“Building a strong foundation”
It would be very unwise to build a house on sand or similar poor 
foundations.  Only a foolish man would do that.  A wise man builds 
on strong foundations.  Jesus is the ‘Rock’.  When we listen to His 
words and obey what He says, we build our lives on Christ, the 
strong foundation.

Key Thought
God tells us in the Bible exactly how we should live.  As we live 
our lives the way God tells us, it is like building our lives properly 
on a firm foundation.

Aim
To help the children understand what the storm, wind and rain 
mean and how important foundations are.

Memory Verse
“For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, 
which is Jesus Christ.” (I Corinthians 3:11).

Theme Two
“The wise and foolish”
The story is told of a young boy who was jumping down a hill 
into the soft ash left by the volcano.  As he jumped, the faster he 
moved and his jumps became longer and longer.  He was moving 
so quickly that when his father saw that he was heading for a cliff 
he screamed, “Fall down”.  The boy heard him and immediately fell 
over and rolled to a stop just metres from the cliff.  Jesus says very 
clearly that the person who hears His words but does not obey them 
is foolish.  But the person who hears His words and obeys them is 
wise.

Key Thought
We have a wonderful opportunity to hear the words of Jesus every 
week.  The question is, will we be wise and obey them, or will we 
be foolish and not obey them?

Aim
To encourage the children to be continually praying to the Lord to 
cleanse their hearts and to be able to hear and obey Him.

Memory Verse
“But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving 
yourselves.”  (James 1:22).

Matthew 7:24-29;
Luke 6:46-49
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Activity A – Drawing

Materials
1 Activity Sheet per child.• 
Colouring pencils/felt pens.• 
Match sticks – heads removed.• 
PVA glue.• 

Steps
Students draw a house on the sand on the activity sheet.• 
Students use matchsticks and glue to construct a house.• 
Colour the picture.• 
Children may paint their model houses at home.• 

Activity B – Board Game

Materials
1 Activity Sheet enlarged to A3 and • 
mounted on cardboard.
A dice, some markers, and small pieces of • 
cardboard to represent houses.  Each child 
must have a few sand ‘houses’ and a few 
‘rock’ houses, but they must look different 
for each child so they can distinguish their 
own.

Steps
The children throw the dice in turn and • 
move the number of spaces.  
When a child lands on a building site he/• 
she must build a house on it, and no one 
else can build on that site unless a storm 
clears it (a storm comes every time a 
player lands on ‘start’ [not passes over 
it]).
If you throw a 1, 3 or 5 and land on a • 
building site, your house is built on sand.  
If you throw a 2, 4 or 6, your house is 
built on the rock.
Every time a storm comes over, all the • 
houses built on the sand must be removed.  
This leaves that site empty again.
When all the building sites have ‘rock • 
houses’ on them, the child with the most ‘rock houses’ wins.

Build
your
house
here.

Build
your
house
here.

Build
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house
here.
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house
here.
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The house built on the rock
Activity A - Drawing


