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Storyline
Some years after Elisha died, Jonah, a Hebrew 
prophet was called by God to go to Nineveh, a 
great city, and cry out against its wickedness.  
Jonah, instead, went in the opposite direction 
to Tarshish.  In His displeasure, God caused 
a great wind and rough seas until Jonah’s 
companions were forced to cast Jonah 
overboard to save their own lives.  Jonah 
was swallowed by a big fish.  Jonah repented 
and prayed. Jonah was spewed out onto dry 
land.  Jonah was called by God again to go 
to Nineveh.  The people and the king heard 
Jonah, and believed God and repented and 
fasted and God relented and did not bring 
disaster on Nineveh. The mercy and abundant 
loving-kindness of God towards the people of 
Nineveh made Jonah so angry he wanted to 
die.  To teach Jonah a lesson, God provided 
protection from the weather for him with a 
plant, and then destroyed it.  God then drew 
Jonah’s attention to how much more precious 
the people of Nineveh were than Jonah’s 
plant.

Suggested 
Teaching Approach

Teacher could talk to the children about 1. 
obeying: why we are required to obey and 
who should we obey? 
Have a chat about all sorts of big fish, 2. 
their eating habits, what kind of fish may 
have swallowed Jonah.

Theme One
“The Lord’s will will be done – eventually”
When Jonah ran away from God, God could have discarded him 
and used someone else.  But God kept on to Jonah.  The men in the 
boat could have perished because of God’s action to get Jonah back 
on line.  God prepared a great fish to swallow Jonah. God heard 
Jonah’s prayer.  Jonah eventually realised that he had to obey God.  
When God calls us to do something, we too can run far and fast, but 
we’ll discover we’re getting nowhere till we return to face the Lord 
and follow His will.

Key Thought
Because of God’s love and mercy, He will bring us back from our 
waywardness, so that we can fulfil His will.

Aim
For the children to realise that by learning to obey their parents and 
therefore obeying God, they’ll learn how to live in God’s will.

Memory Verse
“Obey the voice of the Lord and … God will make you abound.”  
(Deuteronomy 30:8-9).

Theme Two
“Compassion and abundant loving-kindness”
Jonah ran from God and risked many other lives, but when he cried 
out to God, he was saved from the belly of the fish.  The people of 
Nineveh were so wicked that God wanted to destroy the whole city.  
When they repented, the Lord had compassion on them.  This gives 
us great hope, for God’s love and compassion are also towards us, 
when we repent and turn to the Lord.  He loved us so much, He 
sacrificed His own Son to save us.

Key Thought
Our God is a God who wants to show us love and compassion when 
we turn to Him.  His mercy and forgiveness is always towards us.

Aim
For the children to grow up in the Lord knowing that whatever 
their circumstances, the Lord will also deal with them in His love, 
drawing them into His purposes.

Memory Verse
“But you, O Lord, are a God full of compassion, and gracious, 
longsuffering and abundant in mercy and truth.”  (Psalm 86:15).

Numbers 21:4-9;
John 3:14-15Jonah 

II Kings 14:23-25; 
Jonah
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Activity A - Jonah into the Fish

Materials
1 of each 3 Activity Sheets per child, photocopied or • 
mounted on cardboard.
Scissors.• 
Glue.• 
Skewer to make holes.• 
1 split-pin per child.• 
Stapler (optional).• 

Steps
The children cut around the frames, then cut out around the • 
dotted lines to remove the shaded part on the fish Activity 
Sheets.
Glue or staple the two pictures back to back at the top and • 
side edges.  Leave the bottom (long) edge open.  Ensure that 
both openings and the two Xs line up.
Cut out the circles and glue them back to back, lining up the • 
Xs and with Jonah on the outside of each.
Make a hole with the skewer through the Xs in the centre of • 
the circle.  Make another hole through the Xs on the picture.
Slip the circle up through the open end of the picture until • 
the holes line up.
Secure with a split-pin through the holes and observe Jonah’s fate by revolving the wheel.• 

Activity B - Unscramble the Words

Materials
1 of each 2 Activity Sheets photocopied our mounted on cardboard.• 
1 piece of paper and pencil per child.• 

Steps

At Home
Cut out the Questions and Answers into their individual triangles and squares.• 

In Class
Here are two suggested ways to play the game:

Lay out all the squares so they can be read.  Put the triangles in a hat.  One by one each child takes a turn at choos-• 
ing a card from the hat and reading it to the class, then matches the question to the correct answer card and reads 
out the choices.  The rest of the class can write down the answer, eg Q7-(O)b.  By the end each triangle should be 
laid on the desk in the order they were chosen, with matching square beside.  The teacher can then go through the 
answers as the children mark their work.
Each child chooses one or two questions and one or two answers (depending on the number of children in the • 
class).  One by one, the children read a question and the person who thinks they have the answer reads out all the 
options on their card.  The rest of the class say if there is a match.  When it is a match they are placed side by side 
on the desk.  When all 16 are out, the children write on a piece of paper the correct answers, eg. Q12-(P)b.

Answers
1.(I)a, 2.(B)b, 3.(A)a, 4.(N)a, 5.(J)b, 6.(D)c, 7.(O)b, 8.(C)b, 9.(F)a, 10.(L)b, 11.(E)b, 12.(P)b, 13.(M)b, 14.(H)b, • 
15.(G)b, 16.(Q)c.
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Jonah
Activity B – Multiple Choice Game

 

Where did
God tell Jonah to go.

Nineveh was? What did Jonah
have to do at
Nineveh?

What did God do
when Jonah went

on a boat from Joppa?

What did the sailors do 
when Jonah told of
his disobedience?

What did Jonah do
after he was swallowed?

When Jonah was cast
overboard, he ...?

Will God give us
another chance if we
eventually hear His voice
and obey?

If we don’t obey, do
we get away with it?

How did the people
at Nineveh react to
Jonah’s message?

What did Jonah do when
God spoke to him
a second time?

What did God do
when the people

of Nineveh repented?

How did Jonah feel about 
God forgiving
Nineveh?

Did God explain
to Jonah what
He had done?

How did God show
Jonah why He had mercy?

What do we learn
from Jonah’s experience?

1.
2. 3.

4.

5.
6. 7.

8.

9.
10. 11.

12.

13.
14. 15.

16.
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Jonah
Activity B – Multiple Choice Game

a. Go to Nineveh.
b. Flee to Tarshish.
c. Go to the park

and fly a kite.

a. Cry out against their
wickedness.

b. Teach them to play
hopscotch.

c. Don’t worry about
them, just walk
through the city.

a. A small town of
peaceful, God-fearing
people.

b. A large city, taking
three days to pass
through, where sin
was everywhere.

c. A new type of dance.

a. Caused a big storm
to come against the
boat.

b. Gave him a safe trip.
c. Let the captain have

a party.

a. They abused him and
called him names.

b. Tried to overcome the
storm, but eventually
cast Jonah overboard
when the storm worsened,
pleading that God would
forgive them.

c. Tried to pretend the
storm wasn’t happening.

a. Sank to the bottom
dead.

b. Sank and was
swallowed by a
large fish, prepared
by God.

c. Went scuba diving.

a. Kicked the fish until
it coughed him up.

b. Said, “Woe is me,”
and died.

c. Repented and cried
out to God for
deliverance.

a. No! He just watches
and punishes.

b. Yes! Giving us
grace to obey.

c. He wants us all to
be swallowed by a
fish.

a. Yes. When it is dark.
b. No. But God will

lead us back to the
right path, or we
will only stumble on
the wrong one.

c. No. God blindfolds us
and watches us make
mistakes and fall.

a. Fled to Joppa again.
b. Did as God asked,

preached to
Nineveh.

c. Protested and turned
away.

a. Repented, wearing
sackcloth and
ashes and cried
out to God.

b. Had a party in
Jonah’s honour.

c. Took no notice of
God’s message.

a. Destroyed them as
Jonah said would
happen.

b. Heard them and
had mercy, not
destroying their city.

c. Turned them all to
pillars of salt.

a. Very happy and
rejoiced.

b. Grumbled and
objected to
God’s decision and
mercy.

c. Decided to live in
Nineveh.

a. No and Jonah is still
waiting on the east side
of the city next to a
withered plant.

b. Yes, showing Jonah
God’s wisdom and mercy.

c. Yes, but Jonah is still
arguing and not
listening to God.

a. Showed him where to
read in the New Testament.

b. Grew a plant, then
let it wither, explaining
how Nineveh meant
more to Him than
Jonah knew, and how
they needed God’s mercy.

c. Delayed the destruction
till Jonah had a better view.

a. That God never does
what He says He
will.

b. That all people, no
matter how evil,
always obey God.

c. That God really
cares about all men.

(A) (B)

(C) (D)

(E) (F)

(G) (H)

(I)

(J)

(L)

(M)

(N)

(O)

(P)

(Q)


